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Around 15 proposals, covering a broad range of EU Digital Agenda pillars, have been submitted for the first Digital Championship in Cyprus.
To Digital Championship, which is a digital innovation competition, aims at promoting the concept of digital innovation among persons, including students, groups, and new and small and medium-sized business, as well as the development of competitive innovative digital products and services that are in line with the priorities of the Digital Agenda, and at the same time promotes social entrepreneurship issues.

The proposals submitted in the categories of pupil, student and developmental entrepreneurship will be evaluated and the successful applicants will be called to participate in coaching days under the guidance of experts, and the development of ideas will begin, with an aim by May to submit the proposals as completed products or services, and hold an award ceremony.
Acting Assistant of Cyprus` Digital Champion, Electronic Communications Officer of the Department of Electronic Communications at the Ministry of Communications and Works, Nicos Argyris, has told CNA that the first part of the championship was completed on January 31, which was the deadline for proposals. 
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Argyris, who is currently at the Ministry of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism, of which Cyprus` Digital Champion Stelios Himonas is Permanent Secretary, said that various universities in Cyprus, namely Frederick University, UCLAN, the University of Nicosia and the European University, have offered to assist in the coaching days, while the Cyprus University of Technology has designed and is running the competition`s website.
He added that after the coaching days, the interested parties will begin developing their ideas and by May they should be able to submit them as completed products or services.

Referring to the proposals, Argyris said they were around 15 and expressed hope that in the future there would be more participation.
Argyris said "the proposals concern the creation of services and in some cases there are also applications, meaning software development for applications, which is very encouraging." 

He also said that "every proposal that have come describes its relation to the Digital Agenda, which means that the interested parties have given us their views as to where their proposal can be applied," adding that some proposals cover a broad spectrum of the pillars in the Digital Agenda.
Argyris noted that there were various Cypriot sponsors for the competition, adding that the Ministry of Commerce would be participating with €10,000 to €20,000, depending on the needs. Furthermore, he said the European Commission had sponsored the competition in 2013 and had budgeted funds for 2014, and that part of the money had been used to create two video clips for the competition and the Digital Agenda, which were completed at the end of January and will be posted on the Digital Champion`s website.

The Organising Committee for the Digital Championship comprises representatives of the Digital Champion, the Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of Education and Culture, the Representation of the European Commission in Cyprus, the Cyprus University of Technology, the Research Promotion Foundation, the Cyprus Information Technology Enterprise Association, the Cyprus Computer Society, and the Cyprus Chapter of the Association of Information Systems.
There will be three prizes for each category, as well as a prize for the best participation by a businesswoman. 
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The Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE) aims to reboot Europe`s economy and help Europe`s citizens and businesses to get the most out of digital technologies. It is the first of seven flagship initiatives under Europe 2020, the EU`s strategy to deliver smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.
The DAE was launched in May 2010. The review published on 18th December 2012 identifies seven key areas for further efforts to stimulate the conditions to create growth and jobs in Europe.

Full implementation of this updated Digital Agenda would increase European GDP by 5%, or €1,500 per person, over the next eight years, by increasing investment in ICT, improving eSkills levels in the labour force, enabling public sector innovation, and reforming the framework conditions for the internet economy.
In terms of jobs, up to one million digital jobs risk going unfilled by 2015 without pan-European action while 1.2 million jobs could be created through infrastructure construction. This would rise to 3.8 million new jobs throughout the economy in the long term. 
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